VIA: ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY (cob@agmd.gov)
November 2, 2021

Chair Benoit and Members of the Board
Governing Board
South Coast Air Quality Management District

RE: Governing Board Meeting Agenda Item No. 34: Adopt Proposed Rule 1109.1
Dear Chair Benoit and Members of the Board:

For the Board’s consideration of the above-referenced agenda item at the November 5, 2021,
Governing Board Meeting, we remit the City of Cudahy’s and the City of South Gate’s
Resolutions supporting a strong South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
Proposed Rule 1109.1 to achieve NOx emission reductions from petroleum refineries and
related operations.

The City of Cudahy’s Resolution No. 21-28, adopted September 21, 2021, is attached to this
letter as Exhibit 1. The City of South Gate’s Resolution, adopted October 26, 2021, is
attached as Exhibit 2.! These endorsements further support the need for a strong refinery
rule.

Sincerely,

Byron Chan, Attorney

Adrian Martinez, Attorney
Oscar Espino-Padron, Attorney
EARTHJUSTICE

1 The City of South Gate’s Resolution was adopted at the South Gate City Council’s October 26, 2021, meeting.
Per the South Gate City Clerk, certifying and posting a resolution on the City’s website can take up to one
month after its adoption. A copy of the unsigned resolution is attached in place of the final resolution.



EXHIBIT 1

City of Cudahy Resolution
in support of Proposed Rule 1109.1












EXHIBIT 2

City of South Gate Resolution
in support of Proposed Rule 1109.1






control NOx pollution because it was cheaper for refineries to buy pollution credits than it was to install
life-saving pollution controls. In fact, 88% of pollution-emitting equipment at these facilities does not
meet applicable air emissions limits. Under the Refinery Rule, over 200 pieces of equipment will need to
be upgraded or modified, including heaters, boilers, gas turbines, and flares, among others. Some of this
equipment was originally installed decades ago, some as far back as the 1960s.

NOx is harmful to people’s health and the environment. Exposure to NOX can cause a range of symptoms,
including fatigue, headache, abdominal pain, strained breathmg, lung disease, and increased risk of
respiratory infection in children. NOx also combines with volatile organic compounds to create ozone.
The South Coast Air Basin continues to be the most ozone-polluted region in the country and fails to meet
both state and federal ozone air quality standards. Breathing elevated levels of ozone can cause chest pain,
coughing, throat irritation, reduced lung function, damage to lung tissue, and exacerbation of certain
conditions, such as asthma, bronchitis, and emphysema. Thus, significant NOx pollution from petroleum
refinerics worsens the levels of lung-burning ozone that harm individuals, particularly children and the
clderly.

Petroleum refineries are among the largest stationary sources of air pollution in the South Coast Air Basin.
The refineries and refinery-related facilities that will be subject to the Refinery Rule emit over 60% of the
total NOx  emissions released by all sources in the RECLAIM  program.

As part of its rulemaking, the South Coast Air Quality Management District conducted a Socioeconomic
Impact Assessment of the Refinery Rule to evaluate its impacts on regional jobs and health. The
assessment found that the Refinery Rule will have a positive job impact. From 2022 to 2032, the Refinery
Rule will create an average of 1,837 jobs annually. Specifically in 2032, the rule will create about 4,435
additional jobs. For health impacts, the Refinery Rule will result in about 6,200 fewer asthma attacks and
nearly 21,400 fewer work loss days between 2023 and 2037. The monetized value of these health benefits
ranges from $2.6 to $3.5 billion.

ATTACHMENTS: A.  Proposed Resolution
B. Prop Rule 1109.1 Fact Sheet
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